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 INTERNATIONAL OPEN ARCHITECTURAL PROJECT COMPETITION OF THE BUILDING COMPLEX OF 

JONUŠAS RADVILA PALACE AND IT'S APPROACHES AT VILNIAUS G. 24, VILNIUS COMPETITION 



Existing condition The square and the gardens Building within building Proposed roofscape

The extension and reconfiguration of the building complex of Jonusas Radvila Palace, which 

will accommodate the Museum of Art and Design, is an exercise of converting a cultural space 

into an important meeting place within the city. The project proposes to preserve and intensify 

the main aspect of its location and its important archaeological value. Despite the limitations of 

the plot, the design takes advantage of the existing nature of the complex by adapting the 

existing spaces accordingly to accommodate the museum's program. With a singular gesture, 

the projects seeks to extend the courtyard towards the museum, where art can be experienced 

both indoors and outdoors generating publicness. The artifact highlighted, the existing 

archaeological excavation and the monumentality of the site becomes the apparatus for the 

design of the open space. The rooftop of the new addition, a large scale staircase as a grand 

terrace, is a continuation of the coutryard, acting at the same time as a canvas, reinforcing the 

identity of the whole. Underneath the roofscape of the new addition, the existing sports hall is 

used as a shell for the new temporary exhibition spaces and conference hall. Made out of 

concrete, what is suggested is a building within a building, that creates a hybrid condition of 

materiality where the past coexists with the present and the one level sport's hall is converted 

into a two story building. 
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Masterplan of proposal



The distribution of the program takes into consideration the need for creating autonomous yet 

coherent interconnected spaces so that the museum will eventually have an open identity and 

the public could visit different facilities on specific occasions. The main entrances for the 

museum are accessed through the Western Pavillion and the new pavilion, a slim volume that is 

attached to the staircase, extends itself to the courtyard, functioning as a magnet for the visitors 

and at the same time controlling the public and private accesses to the facilities. The facade of 

this proposed volume, made out of custom made grey bricks, integrates the remnants of the 

sport's hall facade into a new face for the art and design museum. This geometrically rigorous, 

longitudinal monolith with a pitched roof, resembling the existing buildings, is the only 

expressive new element within the site and maintains a symbolic relationship with the history of 

the place, leading towards the transformed sports hall. 

The design allows us to carry out two essential tasks: the first, to create continuity with the 

existing buildings by completing its layout, analogously following the uninterrupted sequence 

of pavilions and their relationship with the coutryard that makes up a distinctive public space; 

the second, to keep and enhance the presence of the sports hall in its surroundings by 

understanding the extension as another part of the plot's history that compliments the pre-

existing buildings. The exterior austerity and the simple composition of the interior circulation 

spaces contrast with the expressiveness of the palace complex. 
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Exterior perspective of proposal



814395The opportunity to take advantage of the height and presence of the sports hall, led to 

the demolition of its extensions and of its roof. The ground level of the sports hall is 

transformed into a temporary exhibition space which is connected to the northern 

wing and pavilion that include temporary exhibition spaces as well. The upper level of 

the past sports hall will be used as a multifunctional hall for the art center where 

conferences, concerts and cultural events can take place indoor. The Western Pavillion 

will function not only as an information point and as one of the entrances for the 

Museum but will also include a projection space for small public events or for art 

installations. The first eastern wing and it's extension can be used by visitor's as a 

library to conduct studies and research regarding the history of art and design. On the 

other side of the plot, both first and second house, will host the administration offices 

and other personnel areas that have their separate access. The exhibition spaces are 

connected directly with the artwork unloading and packing area through a ramp and 

an elevator that leads to an underground level. The access of service cars to the 

underground facilities is possible either through Liejyklos or Vilniaus street. 

Interior perspective of proposal
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The front part of the area under study, is also redesigned so that it can incorporate a bus stop, 

benches and the parking spaces demanded for the Museum. The access to the visitor's parking 

spaces is possible through Liejyklos street. 

The designed courtyard, reinterprets the relationship between the garden and archaeological 

excavation which is very much present by reimagining an archipelago of voids that either have 

functional purpose, ornamental with the element of water or as an infrastructure for the 

vegetation of the site.  The staircase, the roofscape of the museum, is a continuation of the 

courtyard that can either function as a sitting area, an open air cinema or outdoor exhibition 

space. Both staircase and courtyard manifest as a landscape made out of the same material, 

travertino stone. The staircase is either attached completely to the palace complex or attached 

through glass stairs, revealing fragments of it, depending on the historical importance of the 

concerning building. The courtyard is also connected to the empty plot behind the renovated 

Museum Building, through a passageway that is created between the entrance of the proposed 

extension and that of the building mentioned. The cafeteria and book shop, autonomously, are 

accessed through a ramp that intersects the courtyard and leads to an underground level. 

Numerous skylights proposed on the ground level filter light into the interior spaces. With the 

component of nature, as part of the public space, the project relies on the vegetation to regulate 

temperatures, guarantee shade and wind control. 
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4.1.1 Curator's Office                                                                   37 m²

4.1.4 Marketing Office                                                                      16 m²

Subtotal                                                                                       423 m²

4.1.2 Administration offices                                                    124 m²

1.1.2 Ticket office area                                                                      53   m²

1.1.3 Information desk / area                                                267 m²

1.1.1 Main entrance                                                                266 m² 

Educational Areas 

Public Facilities                                                                

2.1 Projection space                                                                893 m²

1.2 Cafeteria                                                                               235 m²

Museum areas

1.1.5 Visitor's waiting area / lounge                                      264 m²

1.1.6 Public Restrooms                                                             33 m²

Subtotal                                                                                      941 m²

2.4 Library                                                                                 359 m²

Subtotal                                                                                          2479 m²

2.2 Conference Hall                                                                  935 m²

2.3 Research/Study room                                                       292 m²

1.3 Bookshop                                                                             188 m²

1.1.4 Cloackroom                                                                      58 m²

Exhibition halls

3.1 Exhibition spaces                                                               2335 m²

Subtotal                                                                                     2335 m²

Personnel Areas

4.1.3 Museologist                                                                       21 m²

4.1.5 Director's Office                                                                       20 m²

4.1.6 Safety officers and Guardroom                                                55 m²
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5.1 Reception area                                                                               40 m²

Subtotal                                                                                              691m²

4.6.3 Photocopy room and storage room                                           65 m²

5.9 Cafeteria's storage room                                                                31 m²

5.5 Storage area for packaging materials

5.6 Workshop for conservation, 

       framing and acceleration of exhibits                                            44 m²

Store rooms

5.8 Cleaning equipment and materials                                                54 m²

5.3 Exhibit reception area                                                                  115 m²

Subtotal                                                                                             298 m²

5.7 Temporary and permanent storage                                              333 m²

 6.1 First aid                                                                                         19 m²

Subtotal                                                                                          1293 m²

5.2 Cargo handling staff room                                                            16 m²

       and containers                                                                              30 m²

4.1.8 Office assistants                                                                         58 m²

     

4.6.2 Librarian's desk                                                                         28 m²

4.1.7 Accountants                                                                         52 m²

4.1.9 Publicists and Designers                                                           18 m²

4.2.2 Archives storage                                                                      114 m²

4.3.1 Conference room                                                                       93 m²

4.4.1 Small kitchen                                                                           202 m²

4.5.1 Cleaning staff                                                                             20 m²

4.2.1 Archives                                                                                     92 m²

4.4.2 Hygiene Facilities                                                                    278 m²

5.4 Warehouse                                                                                     28 m²

Auxilary functions

6.2 Engine room                                                                                279 m²
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Building total area             7140 m²    

Coverage                      40%

Plot area                                         8017 m²                      

Covered area           3208 m²                      

Coverage (existing)

Plot area                              8017 m²                      

Building factor (existing) 

Coverage (proposal)

Plot area                              8017 m²                      

Covered area                       4097 m²                      

Building factor                         0.89

Coverage                      51%

Building factor (proposal)

   

Building total area                       10976 m²    

Plot area                              8017 m²                      

Building factor                        1.37


