
A large glazed atrium at the level of the cornices, which brings back the idea of the parade ground of the 
old palace, creates a unique exhibi�on and recep�on space and enhances the value of the exis�ng 
buildings, that are completed with two func�onal  new elements with fundamental museum func�ons 
as Loading areas, a mul�purpose Auditorium, educa�onal areas, and other features.

The roman�c garden forms a green barrier from the street, while diagonal paths maintain the 
permeability of access from the city.



The idea of the project is to restore the old weapons courtyard of the  as the heart of the Radvilai Palace
complex, from where the various historical buildings can be accessed. Maintain the hierarchy of each 
part of the complex with its current entrances. To complete the original footprint of the complex with 
two bodies that include the new func�ons that the complex lacks, the loading dock area, and the 
auditorium, educa�onal area and restora�on. 

Roman�c gardens are recovered both in the 
exterior and interior of the palace, through so� 
forms that allow the crea�on of plant barriers 
with diagonal paths, that creates a visual 
separa�on from the Vilnius street. The exterior 
garden is a filter while the interior is a place of 
contempla�on and enjoyment. The same design 
behaves differently depending on its posi�on but 
establishes a beginning and an end to the route, 
and gives con�nuity to the historical tradi�on of 
internal courtyards of the old town protected by 
the UNESCO.

Urban idea

The desire to maintain the protected buildings with minimal restora�on and recovery interven�ons, and 
the urban desire to recover the original central courtyard as the soul of the complex posed a major 
challenge, as the city's climate prevents a ra�onal use of the outdoor spaces as the backbone of the 
complex.

The desire to achieve a 'preliminary space' for communica�on and mee�ng, which would serve as a 
prelude to access to the different built bodies, clashed with the desire to conserve the prominence of 
these as a civic proposal. 

Reinterpre�ng René Magri�e's pain�ng, ’Le Grand Siècle’,   This 
discovery invites the crea�on of a luminous ceiling over the large 
courtyard, which at the same �me solves the problems of 
distribu�on between the different bodies, as well as those of 
recep�on and access to the centre, but at the same �me 
generates an opportunity, a large space for site specific 
exhibi�ons, events, and preformances to the same extent as 
other success stories revealed in recent years in other centres of 
crea�on such as: the Bri�sh Museum (13 million visitors to the 
Great Court since its crea�on), the Tate Gallery (2 million visitors 
per year to the Tourbine Gallery), the Louvre or the 
Rijksmuseum... 

Architectural idea

The different building bodies did not present elements of clear con�nuity, different levels, cornice lines, 
geometry of the facades, etc.... However, a�er a detailed inves�ga�on of the different structures, a line 
of coincidence was discovered in the cornices of the complex.

old pain�ng of Radvilai Palace  
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This great court becomes the facade of the 
centre, but with its voca�on for transparency it 
allows the original facades of the complex to be 
observed from the outside, highligh�ng the 
different works that will be perceived as layers 
of depth. A facade that can be converted into a 
temporary fresco that comes to life in the low 
western sunlight, or into an improvised 
audiovisual projec�on space. This roof connects 
with the new and exis�ng buildings through a 
delicate transparent glazed roof that rests on 
the exis�ng walls and shares the water drainage 
systems.

View from the Entrance garden
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The lack of knowledge of the new ar�s�c currents that will be developed in the future, and the 
commitment to create a space free of limits, to give value to the works themselves, are the line of 
argument that define the space.

Endless posibili�es of the Great Court

A low body that provides privacy and recovers the old access fence to the centre, with a walkable roof that acts as 
an outdoor sculpture gallery, houses the cafeteria, the shop and �cket office - spaces that will be accessible both 
from inside and outside, independently from the museum working hours.

The refurbishment of the various buildings will be carried out on the basis of a careful assessment together with 
the heritage services in order to determine the necessary museum spaces.

A body, symmetrical to the north block, is configured on the south facade as a finishing touch, accommoda�ng 
the ver�cal communica�ons and housing the loading and unloading spaces, as well as a new temporary hall. This 
body, which dissolves the corners and recalls the stone details of the opposite block, also allows access to the 
large court for the assembly and dismantling of exhibi�ons, works or events.
However, the interior body that connects the Eastern block with the south block is configured as a 'pass-through' 
body that connects the Great court with the interior sculpture garden, as a tribute to the carriage passages so 
abundant in the historic centre of the city. This body includes the mul�-purpose auditorium, which allows to 
enjoy the views of both spaces, and can be configured for different events, thanks to the mobile sea�ng and the 
variable stage. An auditorium with technical grid and possibility to darken the space completely. Also the 
Educa�onal rooms with direct access to the private garden, the  info counter and the assisted cloakroom, etc…

Avoiding complex rehabilita�on interven�ons, a pictorial and sculptural exhibi�on space is designed under the 
Great Court away from the exis�ng founda�on walls, connected through the new buildings and allowing storage, 
repair, and transport services for the artworks throughout the site. 
The complex is completed with the refurbishment of the exis�ng northern sec�on, where the office and 
patronage area is located, as well as a signature restaurant (with possible outdoor access) including a small 
terrace in the interior gardens.

Jaume Plensa at the Radvilai Palace     Cecilia Acuña at the Radvilai Palace  

Olafur Eliasson at the Radvilai Palace  

NEUTRAL ARCHITECTURE FOR BRILLIANT ARTISTS. 
A NON COMPETITIVE SPACE TO HOLD SITE SPECIFIC WORKS.
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1 Vilnius Picture Gallery Vilniaus paveikslų galerija 2 National Gallery of Art Nacional inė dailės galerija 4 Radvila 

Palace Museum of Art Radvilų rūmų dailės muziejus 5 Vytautas Kasiulis Art Museum Vytauto Kasiulio dailės muziejus 7 

Museum of Applied Arts and Design Taikomosios dailės ir dizaino muziejus 10 Contemporary art centre Šiuolaikinio meno 

centras 11 Palace of the Grand Dukes of Lithuania Valdovų Rūmai 12 The New Arsenal of National Museum of Lithuania 

Naujasis Lietuvos nacionalinio muziejaus arsenalas 13 Gediminas Castle Tower Gedimino pilies bokštas 14 Amber 

Museum�Gintaro skulpturu ir inkliuzu muziejus 15 MO Museum MO Muziejus 16 Vilnius Children and Youth art Gallery 

Vilniaus vaikų ir jaunimo meno galerija 17 Museum of Occupations and Freedom Fights Okupacijų ir laisvės kovų 

muziejus 18 Energy and Technology Museum Energetikos ir technologijų muziejus 19 Vincas Mykolaitis Putinas Memorial 

Flat-MuseumVinco Mykolaičio Putino memorialinis butas-muziejus

Exhibitions/Museums in Vilnius in real scale
There’s no single space (the Great Court) like this in the city

1700 sqm with almost 11 mts high, for multiple events

’the Great Court’
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Diagram of trucks access (bus turn arounds...), bicycles (car parks), motorbikes, pedestrians, etc... 
Solu�ons for pedestrians, non-motorised transport, traffic circula�on and parking. 

the concept of the pavement /coa�ngs proposed for the Compe��on territory, the site and its approaches. 

The advantage of the proposal is that the entrance is independent from the rest of the buildings of the complex, 
so it can be adapted quite easily, only the roof will be rebuilt with a sloped wood structure, because the exis�ng 
one doesn’t offer real security for the visitors. 

In this proposal the upper level has been cleaned removing the walls, to create a more prac�cal space, but it can 
be solved as well with the exis�ng walls. 

The buildings will be restored according to heritage guidelines – using breathable paints with a sandy finish, 
restoring original colours. Doors and windows will be restored. similar strategies has been aplied on the rest of 
the buildings with good resaults. 

Ground floor pavements of the Access and the Great Court, will be solved with  hammered granite pavements 
that can suffer the different interven�ons on the space. the rest of the areas will restore the exis�ng pavements in 
case they have value, if they are not longer valid, they will be replaced with wood pavements.

The Eastern block, will be distributed a�er clarifiying with Heritage the different elements to keep, or to restore.
 

trucks access

bicycles

motorbikes

pedestrians



The planned greenery is divided into 2 basic groups:
- The  entrance square - organically shaped islands of 
greenery alongside the Vilnius street;
- The Garden of sculptures behind the complex.
The greenery is planned in assemblages of high and low 
greenery grouped according to specific features - colours, 
scent, �me of flowering, habit flowering, habit. The goal is to 
use na�ve plants, play with heights an colours. The entrance 
square greenery has to be arranged in such way, that it would 
allow to observe the building, but at the same �me would 
create a barrier dense enough, to separate the museum and 
street spaces visualy. 

the planta�ons and greenery grouping solu�ons proposed for the Compe��on territory, the site and its 
approaches. 

The building will become a spotlight for the city, the light from the interiors itself will spill outwards directly 
towards the entrance garden and the city, and diffusely and indirectly towards the sky. 

41.1.3.5. ligh�ng solu�ons proposed for the compe��on area – the site and its approaches;

The gardens will have indirect luminaires incorporated under the benches,  linear LED ligh�ng elements 
composed into the edges of steps and other elements of small architecture, and  direc�onal spotlights will 
highlight the various tree elements.

In the area covered by the study there are some single 
standing trees, located mainly along the Vilnius street and a 
bunch of grouped ones behind the complex. The aim of this 
project is to preserve the exis�ng as much as possible, so the 
trees behind the complex will be le� untouched, the same as the ones, standing right next to the street. However, 
some of the trees (linden and maple trees), standing in the middle of the complex, where a new glass roof covered 
Great Court is planned, will inevitably be removed. As a compensa�on of this loss, a the same amount of trees will 
be replanted in the front of the complex, along the Vilnius street or in the inner garden 



The conformity of the Compe��on territory and the site and its approaches with the principles of universal 
design;

2. Development of the  Garden of sculptures behind the complex.

 It is important to start the landscaping works from here, as this square forms the important barrier between the 
Radvilai complex and Vilnius street. Addi�onally, as the Vilnius street is quite busy and loved by Vilnius ci�zens, it 
is important to provide with public space, that the city dweller could use as soon as possible.And lastly, this 
square visualy is understood as a part of the main building facade – part of the face of the complex.

Phases of the construc�on;

a fully accesible auditorium is designed with different disable 
loca�ons, and with the possibility to incorporate the daylight to 
the interior.

Detailed solu�ons concerning elements of small architecture will be a subject of a later design.

1.  Forma�on of the  entrance square.

The garden allows the incorpora�on of micro-architectural elements such as display panels, li�er bins, fountains, 
etc. in a natural way.  Flowerbeds - elements in the square and the pedestrian walkway - are shaped by retaining 
walls and benches, which are prefabricated elements or elements manufactured on site. Water drinking 
fountains, informa�on boards are planned in the Garden of sculptures. Next to main entrances – bike racks are 
placed. 

Landscaping phases of the site and its approaches

The landscaping can be done in two phases:

Rehabilitate the exis�ng complex is mainly focused on the eastern block. but the rythm of the construc�on stages 
of the new areas should be arranged with the client. It’s proposed the following:

The proposed small-scale architectural solu�ons in the Compe��on territory, the site and its approaches; 

The construc�on of foodtrucks or kiosks is not foreseen, as this func�on is already provided by the cafeteria and 
the shop.

The building and the site is designed to meet the requirements 
of people with disabili�es,  taking into account all disabili�es 
(mobility impairment, blindness) in such a way that they do not 
create barriers for people with disabili�es and do not in any way 
restrict their free life, movement and ac�vi�es. The 
environment is accessible not only to persons with disabili�es 
but is suitable for persons who, due to old age or illness, walk 
using a cane or crutches, pregnant women and women carrying 
a child in a wheelchair, people who temporarily have difficulty 
walking a�er illness, surgery, injuries, etc. 

As this area is more hidden from the Vilnius daily life, it can be developed a li�le later, as a second stage.

The construc�on can be done in two phases:

2. Construc�ng the steel and glass structure to cover the Great Court.

1. Recrea�ng the former perimeter of the Radvilai palace by adding two new volumes. And recrea�ng the 
perimeter of the former fence, that limited the Radvilai palace yard, that way closing off the en�re complex.



Essen�al engineering solu�ons of the building complex;

The objec�ve for the building is to be able to reach an energy efficiency class A++. The building should be equiped 
with a modern ven�la�on system with high efficiency ven�la�on units. The same to be said about the cooling 
equipment – efficient heat pumps, ensuring a comfortable microclimate with lower energy consump�on. The 
Great court windows and roof glazing should include solar control in order to reduce the energy demand for 
cooling. 

The main entrances to the building are designed to accommodate the needs of the disabled - access can be done 
from the outside via a turns�le or door, with no stairs or other eleva�ons. The interior of the building is designed 
with a clearly placed infrastructure so, that the reduced mobility visitors could move easily around the works of 
art, ensuring a proper width between the art and in the corridors. Every level of the building can be accessed 
through the elevator. For the visitors, who have visual impairment, warning surfaces with the characteris�cs 
specified in the legisla�on will be provided at the point of any obstacle. Sanitary facili�es on all floors are adapted 
to the needs of people with disabili�es.

SOME CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT THE MUSEUM COMPLEX

The most important thing is to guarantee comfort in the centre, which will be achieved with triple low emissivity 
glass.

the essen�al structural solu�ons of the building complex ;

The structural concept is so simple. Not Harming the exis�ng buildings with complex Interven�ons, just small 
consolida�ons. Not excava�ons near the buildings. Two new buildings with wood structures covered by ceramic 
brics,  and a clean and powerful volume for the Great Court made with prefabricated systems of wooden beams 
and aluminium/glass coverings with defros�ng systems for mel�ng the snow. 

Use of essen�al green/sustainable solu�ons of the building complex, conceptual engineering solu�ons (if such 
solu�ons are envisaged);

The new buildings incorporate flat roofs with the necessary air-condi�oning machinery, as well as a photovoltaic 
solar collec�on system to improve the centre's ligh�ng consump�on.  Some of the energy can be purchased from 
a remote solar power plant as well, in order to ensure, that combined, a large part of the energy used in the 
building would come from renewable energy sources.

The ven�la�on and cooling equipment is going to be placed in the newly designed parts of the building, ensuring, 
that the structure would be capable to withstand the loads of heavy mashinery. Also, these addi�ons will be well 
connected with the rest of the building, which makes it easy to run the engineering networks all over the building.

Essen�al fire safety solu�ons for the building complex;

People will be able to safely leave the building and the firefighters – work safely as well in case of emergency. The 
building is designed having in mind the appropriate evacua�on distances, routes, placement of evacua�on 
staircases. The largest in terms of occupancy floor is the ground floor – so the evacua�on of large numbers of 
people will be done easily. The rest of the top floors can be easily evacuated through a number of staircases, that 
have direct exits to outside. The only underground floor, despite being large in area, will not have the occupancy 
of more than 100 people at the same �me, so the evacua�on will not be a problem. 

Compliance of the building complex with universal design principles;



bird’s eye view from the northwest

bird’s eye view from the west

bird’s eye view from the east





possible solu�on of the last level of eastern pavillion


	Página 1
	Página 2
	Página 3
	Página 4
	Página 5
	Página 6
	Página 7
	Página 8
	Página 9
	Página 10
	Página 11
	Página 12
	Página 13
	Página 14

