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Project Explanatory Note (33XHXW) 

 

I. Urban Idea 

The new expansion of the Radvila Palace Museum situates itself within a system of urban spaces 
within the historic city center defined by courtyards between buildings. The design gives four 
distinct spaces back to the city, two of which are accessible by the general public. The generous 
courts, parks, and green spaces are a unique amenity in the fabric of Vilnius, and the new museum 
complex will respect and expand upon this fabric by offering its own spaces for public use. It is 
hoped that such spaces tied to the history and physical memory of the city, rather than only the 
museum’s form, will make the new expansion a unique landmark of Vilnius.   

 

View from Vilnius Cathedral 

 

In its immediate surroundings, the new addition 
seeks to contrast with both the existing historical 
buildings of the palace complex, as well as the 
modern façade across Vilniaus Street. Utilizing 
a simple form, the addition aims to stand on its 
own without dominating its context by imposing 
a forceful language. Instead, accessing the new 
architecture requires one to interact with the 
historical buildings.  

View from Liejyklos Street 



33XHXW 

 

Situation Plan 

 

View across Vilniaus Street (south) 
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          New Museum Entry from Vilniaus Street 

 

II a. Architecture 

The following project establishes a new important city center of Vilnius by forming an intimate 
connection with the historical structures of the Jonušas Radvila Palace complex. The new 
architecture will complement and expand the functionality of the existing wings and pavilions, while 
also providing access to the Museum Building on Liejyklos Street.  

The project is imagined in two phases. Phase 1 includes the 
major north-south gallery wing facing Vilniaus Street defines the 
public face of the expansion of the Radvila Palace Museum of 
Art (Zone A). This gallery is bisected by an east-west gallery 
which creates two internal courtyards of the complex. The first 
courtyard is formed by the new architecture’s relationship to 
Western, Northern, and Eastern pavilions and buildings; while 
the second courtyard is formed in relation to the north façade of 
the Museum Building. In Phase 2, the Sports Riding Hall and 
smaller buildings in the eastern part of the complex are 
demolished and replaced by a new Administrative Pavilion 
housing offices for the museum staff, as well as a large green 
space which can serve multiple functions.      Phasing diagram for construction 
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Roof Plan and Major landscape features of new Radvila Palace Complex 

 

The primary access to the complex from Vilniaus Street (Zone B) is redefined as a series of 
reflecting pools, tree groves, and viewing platforms. The platforms are oriented towards excavated 
areas which present the archaeologically important palace foundations to the viewing public. On the 
southern side, the new architecture is cantilevered to reveal the foundation walls of the former 
Southern Pavilion. On the Eastern side, the entire ground is partially opened to reveal the excavated 
foundation of the former main wall of the Radvila Palace complex. 
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Ground Floor Plan with excavated areas highlighted 

 

The functions on the ground floor of the complex include new entries into the Museum from 
Vilniaus and Liejyklos Street, a large (4.5m tall) gallery, café, and a large storage area for receiving 
and shipping artworks. A truck route through the complex from Vilniaus street is capable of 
delivering large containers directly into the storage area by 16m trucks. From the storage area, a 
large freight elevator (3.8m x 5.8m) can transport artwork directly to the first-level galleries above. 
The meeting hall, in the location of the former West Pavilion, adjoins the existing Museum Building 
on the ground floor. A separate office pavilion (phase 2) is proposed in the northeast corner of the 
complex, housing new offices for the museum staff. It is expected that during the first phase of 
construction, offices will be temporarily located in the existing Northern wing and pavilion.  
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Museum Entry and Viewing Terrace revealing excavated historic Palace wall along East Façade  

 

        

Public Viewing Terraces to excavated historic Palace Wall and excavated foundation of the former Southern Pavilion 

 

These areas are designed specifically to relate the history of the Radvila Palace to the new museum 
complex by bringing the physical artifact to the public and providing spaces (viewing terrace and 
garden) from which to appreciate them.  
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First Floor Plan 

 

The new building creates a circulation loop with the existing pavilions of the Radvila Palace 
Complex, such that the new and old functions are interconnected and complementary. The varying 
cadence of spaces, which change between an expansive open column structure and dense sheer wall 
construction, provide a richness of experience to the museum visitor. Exterior spaces, such as the 
new museum plaza and sculpture court, are shaped by the relationship between the new and existing 
architecture, and serve to mediate between them. The new meeting hall, entered from the new east-
west gallery wing, utilizes the façade of the existing Museum Building as its stage backdrop.  
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Ground floor public circulation                           First floor public circulation 

 

 

   

Truck route diagram               Staff and service circulation  
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II b. Landscape 

      

Southwest garden       East garden 

       

New museum entry        Sculpture garden 

 

The landscape elements of the site are composed of a mixture of different sizes of stone paving, low 
walls, brushed concrete benches, gravel gardens, and reflecting pools. Changing scales, materials, 
and levels make up a rich variety of landscape elements in both the access (zone B) and inner 
courtyards of the complex (zone A). A large lawn will be provided in the eastern side of the museum 
for public events and recreation for museum staff. It is expected that rainwater collection will be 
managed through the various gravel beds for re-use in the project. All landscape areas will be 
universally accessible through the use of ramps or elevators.  

 

 

Access, reflecting pool, and gardens along Vilniaus Street 
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II c. Structure 

 

Exploded axonometric depicting structural system 

 

The structural system of the building is composed of a grid of thin steel columns spaced 5 meters on 
the north-south axis and 7.3 meters along the east-west axis. Intersecting beams and girders provide 
stiffness to the overall structure and support the floor. A distinctly thin arched roof made of metal 
sheeting gives the overall shape of the architecture and experience of space. The roof canopy is 
segmented at the columns, allowing natural light in through each joint. The façade is made of steel 
modules which frame each archway, and a light-weight white metal mesh which fits over the double-
layer glass and metal elements behind.  

 

     

Façade module detail          
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II d. Lighting Design 

   

West façade lighting strategy      Interior lighting strategy 

 

The major lighting design for the new buildings include the west façade and interior lighting 
strategies. Utilizing the excavated area for the viewing of the historic wall, the length of the western 
façade is up-lighted from below from light sources invisible to the viewing public. The even wash of 
light will reflect off of the metal screen, giving the façade a glowing effect in the evening. The 
existing buildings of the Radvila Palace Complex will be lit by fixtures attached to the roof 
overhangs, washing light downward across the façade. On the interior of the museum, the major 
lighting strategy will be washing the curved roof structure from below, creating a dramatic and even 
space across all of the galleries. The transparency of the exterior façade would ensure that this effect 
is visible from the exterior of the museum at night.  
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II e. Sustainable Design 

If permissible, the proposal utilizes a network of 
geothermal wells underneath the new constructions of 
both Phase 1 and Phase 2 buildings to harness 
underground heat energy. The various gravel gardens 
around the complex will be utilized for the collection 
and reuse of rainwater. The double-layer façade used 
throughout the building envelope ensures heating and 
cooling efficiency in the summer and winter months. 
The relative width and height of the interior spaces make 
floor sources an efficient way of providing heating and 
cooling to the gallery and storage spaces. Finally, the 
materials used in the project will be sourced locally 
(where possible) and selected to perform throughout the 
effective lifespan of the project.  

 

IIf. Fire Safety  

 

      Fire exit diagram 

 

Fire exits throughout the project provide access directly to the exterior of the building complex. The 
travel distance from any point within the project to a fire-rated exit will be no more than 25m. The 
building will utilize a water mist sprinkler system to reduce damage to artworks in the case of fire. A 
fire truck route is provided into the museum plaza with a turning radius of 11.5 meters.  
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II g. Universal Design 

Elevators and universally-accessible ramps are used throughout the project to provide access to all 
members of the public to all areas of the museum. In the large meeting hall, spaces above the last 
row of seating are available to accommodate wheelchair parking. Level differences between the old 
and new buildings will be accommodated by wheelchair lifts. The viewing terrace (in Zone B) is 
accessible by a gentle sloping ramp.  

 

II h. Mechanical Design 

With the design of the light-weight roof structure, it is expected that mechanical HVAC equipment 
and machinery will be stored in a partially-excavated basement level. The basement level of the new 
building (not shown) will be service-only, and contain no public or museum staff functions. It will 
be accessible through the elevators and stairs in the museum storage area, and the existing basement 
levels of the historical structures. Wiring and cables for the building will be run through the 
structural girders and beams between columns.  

 

III. Zone A Indicators 

 

 Existing 
Condition 

New Building  
Phase 1 

New Building 
Phase 2 

Combined  

Site Area ~ 7249 sqm ~ 7249 sqm ~ 7249 sqm ~ 7249 sqm 
Site Coverage 1212 sqm 3054 sqm 501 sqm 4767 sqm 
Floor Area Ratio 0.50 0.76 0.14 1.4 
Building Area 3636 sqm 5481 sqm 1002 sqm 10119 sqm 
Building Volume 
(including roof) 

16635 m3 40697 m3 7419 m3 64751 m3 

Number of Stories 3 2 2 2-3 
Height (highest 
point) 

23.3 m 14 m 14 m 23.3 m 

 


