PROJECT „VOKIEČIŲ 14“
VISION
The historic street which is immersed in green space, with symbols of the times, their reflections,
and a spirit of freedom.
“The world exists for the education of each man. There is no age or state of society or mode of
action in history to which there is not somewhat corresponding in his life.”
(Ralph Waldo Emerson)
KEY FUNCTIONAL, SPATIAL, AND ARCHITECTURAL SOLUTIONS
•

Coherent and integrated project solutions concerning the surrounding areas.

•

Accessibility for all. All infrastructure objects and elements, as well as surfaces, ensure
accessibility for all members of the society and meet the requirements of universal design
principles.

•

Safe and comfortable traffic.

•

Clear spatial structure creating different characters for two parts of the street: the old one
– of the 18th century and the new one – of the second half of the 20th century, maintaining
a coherent architectural and aesthetic style at the same time.

•

Structured functional zoning. Part of the street of the second half of the 20 th century: for
mixed two-way transport with cars and bicycles in the common traffic, technical sidewalk
with all necessary street infrastructure and billboards, pedestrian and café territory in an
extended sidewalk near the built-up area. Historic route of the authentic street with former
built-up area: for pedestrians only. Based on the former built-up plan, the separate areas
according to the different functions are divided into recreational and general use, cafe/
commerce services, playground, and ŠMC temporary exposition areas. Café
activities/commerce services are developed at the intersections of former and existing
streets: Vokiečių – Žydų (past) Sinagogos - Šv. Mikalojaus intersection and Vokiečių -Mėsinių
– Antokolskio intersection. Green areas are concentrated in the empty spaces.

•

Emphasis on the significance of an authentic street route through architectural and spatial
planning measures. Former built-up area and foundations will be marked with the elements
of different surfaces and street furniture.

•

Connecting greenery - a tension-relieving fabric between the authentic old street and the
one formed during the post-war period. The character of the scenic street landscape is
highlighted; free-form greenery is planned by introducing additional plant species and
planting new trees in the former courtyards.
• Exposition of archeological heritage - exposition of the foundations of the former built-up
area, symbols of the times.
• Restored authentic pavement in the carriageway of the old street.

•

Sculpture “Vokiečių str. 14” – the perpetuation of the former built-up area of the street.
The space for the square is to be formed alongside.

•

Preservation of the existing fountain as of the symbol of the times. The fountain will be
moved to a new location and arranged at the former square at the Vokiečių-Sinagogos-Šv.
Mikalojaus intersection. A new pad/pool with artistic lighting will be installed.

•

New fountain. To refresh townspeople and city guests on a hot day, a new fountain will be
installed. During the cold period, the nozzles will be hidden under the pavement.

•

Functional and artistic lighting plays an important aesthetic role in creating a different
character between functional areas. Part of the street of the second half of the 20th century:
the existing supports H-9 m will remain but will be rebuilt, as well as the street lamps in the
old part which are analogous to the street lamps H-4.5 m at Didžiosios str. The sculpture
will be illuminated from the built-up side of the second half of the 20th century. The light
will delicately pass through the perforation of the sculpture. In order to highlight the route
of the old street, it is proposed to develop an integrated concept of the lighting of old
facades.

•

It is recommended to move the sculpture of Barbora Radvilaite to a green area near the
Palace of the Grand Dukes at the foot of Gediminas Hill because its current location was
improperly chosen at the intersection of former streets on the foundations of the destroyed
building.

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT SOLUTIONS
HERITAGE PROTECTION ASPECT. ELEMENTS OF HISTORICAL MEMORY
PROJECT SOLUTIONS
The designed building is located in the territory of Vilnius Old Town (un. c. 16073) and the old city of

Vilnius with its suburbs (un. c. 25504).
The valuable features of the immovable cultural heritage will not be damaged or adversely affected
during the building management and construction operations. The works performed according to
the prepared project will ensure the aesthetic integrity of the territory’s heritage, landscape, and
architecture, as well as will create a safe, high-quality public area.
Types of construction operations of cultural Types of construction operations:
heritage:
• major repair;
• applied research and destructive
• reconstruction;
testing;
• new construction (sculpture, supports)
• repair works;
•

preservation works;

•

restoration works (historic pavement)

Vokiečių Street is one of the oldest streets in Vilnius. The name dates back to the 14th century when
German merchants and artisans settled here. This street was first depicted in Civitates orbis
terrarium published in 1581. This street was and still remains one of the most important streets of
the city, where crafts, trade, and other important functions of urban life were concentrated.
Before World War II, the street was the center of the city’s commercial activity. Larger shops were
usually located on the second floors of the buildings, while the smaller ones – in the courtyards and
gateways.
At the end of World War II, when the Soviet army stormed the city, the buildings on Vokiečių Street
were badly destroyed. The buildings burned down.
When rebuilding the city after World War II, the entire eastern facade of Vokiečių street was
demolished; the street was widened by setting up a boulevard and the buildings constructed in the
style of Stalinist architecture were incompatible with the scale of the Old Town. In this way, the
specific system of spaces, the network of streets and the scale of the areas that are the
distinguishing characteristics of the historic city were destroyed, not to mention the lost historical
built-up area.
To mark the boundaries of the former built-up area, the strips will be installed in the pavement;
moreover, at the green areas, the fragmented supports of the same material will be installed where
it would be able to sit on randomly placed additional wooden elements – benches. The marking
would be implemented by separating the former houses – processions with the perimeter of each
building and framing the gateways and courtyards of the buildings. Each “house” would have
information with the house number, the history, visual material of the house (photo fixation, plans,
etc.), description of the activities that were developed, excerpts from the biographies of the people
who lived here, etc.
In order to mark and reveal the former street space and its scale, as well as to create a historical
symbol, the story of one of the former buildings was used; moreover, the design of the sculpture
“Vokiečių str. 14” was inspired by the said building. It is a symbolic fragment of a historic building,
the wall of one house. A symbol of history is a marking of a destroyed house and destroyed history.

Fig.1 The facade of sculpture
“Vokiečių 14”
fasadas

The building at Vokiečių str. 14 was built at the intersection of Sinagogos and Vokiečių streets, it
was a corner building at the most spacious and widest part of Vokiečių street. This building was
chosen not because of its exceptional architectural quality or its exceptional historical significance

and even not because of the personalities who lived there. It was chosen as a perfect building for
emphasizing and revealing the former scale of the street space, as well as for becoming a parallel
reflecting the historic built-up area, with an inner courtyard drowned in creepers. Across the street
at Vokiečių str. 14, there are one of the oldest buildings on Vokiečių street; therefore, with the
construction of a symbolic fragment of the wall of the former house - a reflective plane - this place
becomes exclusive, thus symbolizing the former built-up area and allowing the former street space
to be perceived.
Using historical photos of this place, as well as the
photos after World War II (source: A. Verkelis “Kas
sugriovė Vilnių”), the facades of the demolished
Vokiečių street (source: V. Drėma “Dingęs Vilnius”),
street plans, house descriptions (source: A.
Ambulevičiūtė “Prabilę namai”), the fragment of the
facade to the cornice of the former building at (the
former address) Vokiečių str. 14 was restored (scale 1:
1).
The sculpture facade is a polished stainless-steel
plane, reflecting the surviving historic built-up area from
the side of the historic street and not only illustrating the
scale of the former building facade and street space but
Fig.2. 1808 Vokiečių street plan
also reflecting the character of the entire former street.
When rising up, the perforation in the steel becomes larger, the wall of the sculpture seems to
“dissolve” in the same way as the former houses were lost in time’s flow. From the side of the built-

Fig.3. Scheme of the idea of the sculpture „Vokiečių 14“

up area of the second half of the 20th century, the facade of the sculpture is a stainless-steel plane
with planted climbing plants that associate with the walls of old buildings that were covered with
climbing plants. In autumn, this wall covered with Virginia creeper and ivy will be painted in
burgundy shades; moreover, the evergreen ivy will delight everyone in winter. A clock will be
installed on the edge of the sculpture which symbolizes the historical changes of Vokiečių street.
The information about the history of this house and its inhabitants will also be placed on this wall.
In the evening, warm light emanates through the perforated planes of the wall of the
sculpture.

Fig.4. Pictures of the building Vokiečių str. 14 after World War II

Fig.5. The tile of Vokiečių street after World War II

DISPLAYED ARCHAEOLOGY
In order to display the history of the street, the following solutions are proposed – the verticals
above the ground and below. The sculpture – the vertical + in respect to the ground and the
archeological exhibit – the vertical downward in respect to the ground.
The part of the management works of the project includes the archeological exhibition and
marking of the former built-up with surfaces and architectural elements.
After the archaeological study is
complete and the locations are
adjusted, it is planned to reveal the
paving at the former courtyards of
buildings, as well as the foundations
of former buildings. Stairs to the
archeology on display will be
installed; furthermore, volumetric
granite planes will be installed above
the foundations to mark the sites of
Fig.6. The section of the archaeological exhibition
site

the former built-up area and, at the same time, protecting the archeology from the negative effects
of precipitation. The exposed archeology is preserved. It is proposed to install artistic lighting for
the archeology. Metal memorial boards with a description of the history of the house and its
inhabitants will be installed on granite planes. It will be possible not only to see but also to touch
the archeology.
PRESERVATION AND INTEGRATION OF THE EXISTING FOUNTAIN AS A SYMBOL OF THE TIMES

Fig.7. The scheme of integration of the existing
fountain

PART OF TRAFFIC ORGANIZATION
Two-way bicycle and car traffic will be
organized in the new part of the street, forming
the 6 m. wide carriageway with an asphalt
surface.
Entrances will be installed at bus stops.
The bus stop from the intersection of Trakų,
Vilniaus, Dominikonų and Vokiečių streets will
be moved to Vokiečių street.
Sidewalk area near the built-up of the
second half of the 20th century will be widened
from 4.5 m to 6.5 m wide.
A technical sidewalk will be formed next
to the carriageway of the new street, where the
stopping zones for bicycles and electric
scooters, as well as 3 underground waste
collection and separation sites, are planned.
Moreover, outdoor advertising equipment and
street lamps will be built in this zone.
Fig.8. Loop traffic regulation Vilnius in the old town area

Parking spaces are being eliminated in the entire designed area. Only the stops for people
with disabilities, electric vehicle charging stations, cargo loading areas, and taxi stops are designed.
The historic Vokiečių str. part is reserved for pedestrians, remaining the access only for
residents and service vehicles. The carriageways and sidewalks of the old part of the street are to
be overlapped and separated with the granite block and a granite gutter. The pavement surface of
the intersection at Trakų, Vilniaus and Dominikonų streets is to be raised to the level of the
pedestrian sidewalk at the old Vokiečių street.
In the part of Vokiečių st. the possibilities of separation are planned by implementing the loop
traffic project in the Old Town.
SOLUTIONS OF COVERINGS
COMMON CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TERRITORY MANAGED
Area of the territory managed is 16100 m²
COVERING
green zone
authentic granite paving
hard coverings of pedestrian areas
asphalt paving
retaining walls
archaeology

CURRENT SITUATION
2 845 m²
1 880 m²
8 985 m²
2 390 m²
-m²
-m²

PROJECTED
2 080 m²
2 290 m²
9 540 m²
2 140 m²
530 m²
110 m²

The types of adjacent renovated street spaces were evaluated in the preparation of the
solutions of coverings. The aim was also to create a design of coverings with an integrated historical
pavement, which would reveal the significance of the old street while uniting the whole space into
a single architectural object.
The existing granite pavement on the historic part of Vokiečių Street is restored; the level of
the relay pavement is raised and installed 2 cm below the level of the pavement. Also well covers
(2 pcs.) are renovated. Both the pavement and well covers are valuable features of Vilnius Old Town
(16073). The former segments of Sinagogos and Mėsinių streets crossing the Vokiečių street are
marked by the pavement of this type by crossing the asphalted part of the street as long as the
buildings of the second half of the twentieth century.
Historical street sidewalk territory, former gateways, former courtyards (including next to the
buildings of the second half of the twentieth century) are laid with granite tiles of the format
175*175, which are several shades of grey. This surface begins to “crumble” when going to the
former development/buildings zone.
The former building, after archaeological research and determination of the exact location of
buildings, is marked with a 50 cm dark grey granite band on the pavement, moving to structural
granite blocks, which also serve as benches.
The former building mark starts with the transition of coating of 175*175 – “crumbling” to
the new part coating of 375*375 and gradually moves into a solid grey granite tiles coating.

“Crumbling” symbolises the building that was damaged during the World War II and destroyed in
the post-war period.
The granite covering of 375*375 of the new part next to the buildings of the second half of
the twentieth century is analogous to that of the Didžioji street and the Town Hall Square. After the
road surface has been tightened up to 6 m wide, the existing covering – the asphalt is left.

Fig.9.The street section with
pavement solutions

SOLUTIONS OF THE LANDSCAPE PART
SUMMARY OF THE DIVERSITY OF THE SPECIES OF GROWING TREES
Row
No.

NAME OF SPECIES IN ENGLISH

NAME OF SPECIES IN LATIN

QUANTITY

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Small-leaved lime
Norway maple
Northern red oak
Horse-chestnut
Norway spruce
Manchurian walnut
Ash

Tilia cordata
Acer platanoides
Quercus rubra
Aesculus hippocastanum
Picea abies
Juglans mandshurica
Fraxinus excelsior

42
1
1
1
1
1
2

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE TREE CONDITION ASSESSMENT
CROWN Most of the trees have been affected by improper pruning: induced crowns, one-sided, the

crowns for some trees have been reduced by 50 %. The central tip of the trees has been removed –
“topped away”. These works severely damaged the physiological vitality of the trees and reduced
life expectancy.
TRUNK Trunk damages and hollows are typical for most of the trees. Some of the trees were affected

by the construction of café pavilions, which did not maintain a safe distance to the trunks.
ROOTING ZONE The root collars are whelmed of the part of the trees, the rooting zone is partially or

wholly blocked by solid coatings or engineering nets. The rooting zones of some trees have been
damaged by laying or reconstructing street engineering communications.
The biomechanical stability after damage to the rooting zone and one-sided crown pruning, by

removing 50 % of crowns, is critical. Such a tree poses a timely physical danger on the street, due
to the possibility of tipping out.

AESTHETIC VALUE

A significant part of the limes due to improper pruning and large one-sided reduction of crown
mass next to the lamp supports lost their aesthetic value.
The trees growing on the inner part of the street (green axis) are characterized by their high
aesthetic value: chestnut, Manchurian walnut, ashes and spruce, as well as some limes which have
avoided drastic damaging pruning and rooting zone damage.
TREE MANAGEMENT MEASURES

Complex tree maintenance work is necessary to improve physiological viability and
biomechanical stability. According to the possibilities, to increase the area of the growing area,
remove the rooting area restriction by coatings and enrich and revitalise the soil with special
materials for this purpose.
Perform pruning works for all street trees in order to increase the biomechanical stability and
aesthetic value. During the technical design, a programme of crown pruning and arboriculture work
must be prepared, assessing the individual needs of each tree and determining the type of pruning,
and the need to perform stabilising bonding. The following works should be carried out during the
management of the Vokiečių street greenery:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

formative pruning – to support the normal development of trees and maintain their speciesspecific crown structure and shape;
crown maintenance pruning;
reduction pruning. It is used to reduce the size of the crown while preserving its natural
shape. It is not permitted to cut the top.
partial reduction of crown – pruning is used if a tree crown reaches the walls of a building,
next to the tree there begins construction of a house, branches interfere too far in the
neighbouring plot, etc. Pruning principle is the same as for reduction pruning;
setting free the crown - the removal of small and second-order live branches over the entire
crown area, shall not exceed 15 %. Used to increase wind and light transmission;
reduction of dry branches ;
crown reinforcement – installation of dynamic and static connections using special ropes;

It is proposed to remove part of the trees for complex reasons: low physiological viability
and biomechanical stability, as well as the opening of the oldest building of the historical part of
the street at Vokiečių str. 14 square. The amount of trees to be removed is 19 pcs.
ARRAYS OF BUSHES

There are formed arrays of spiraea x cinerea “Grefsheim”, nesting spruces and lilacs. Some
plants growing near the intersections of the paths have lost their aesthetic value. But part of them
has grown into beautiful linear arrays.
When reconstructing the planned structure of the street and destroying the existing axial
path, it will be necessary to abandon part of the plants. However, the project proposes to preserve
valuable shrubs of lilacs and spiraeas and replant them by integrating them into the newly formed
street greenery.

DESIGN SOLUTIONS FOR STREET LANDSCAPE
The Vokiečių street is distinguished not only by its sad historical experience, but also by the
expressiveness of the landscape, which mitigates the visual impact of Stalinian architecture on the
architecture of the authentic part of the street. There is a landscape formed on the street, created
by different species of trees and bushes, and perspectives of different designs and depths, whose
axes open up important objects in the Old Town: the town hall is at one end of the street and at the
other end there are towers of St. Catherine’s church, and there is the facade of the S. Neris school
in the lower part.
Design solutions for the street landscape are based on the principle of integrity, ecology and
continuity of the formed landscape aesthetic expression. The solutions of the project do not change
the landscape character, but they supplement and highlight the character of the street of the
scenery nature. The greenery is connecting – intermediate, tension-absorbing fabric between the
authentic old street and the one formed during the post-war period.
The basis of the newly designed planned structure is the former building. Some of the former
building areas are planned as green areas – meadows or scrubs, some café areas, as well as a place
for children and the exposure of CAC temporary sculptures. In green areas, the areas of the former
building, hills are formed, some of which are planted with shrubs.
At the present time, the dominant linear lime greenery is formed in the old part of the street.
In order to restore the significance of the old street space in the overall existing structure, it was
decided to plan the newly planted trees at the street track formed by the Soviet period, and it was
decided to remove part of the trees at the oldest building of the street. With the help of plantations,
to create a visual “green curtain” to limit the old street from the track formed during the later Soviet
period. At the same time, these measures would effectively create a distinction between the street
for car transport and the old street, which is reserved for pedestrian use and will function as a public
space.
Archaeological heritage has been assessed in the planning of trees and shrubs. All newly
planted trees are designed in the areas of the former building yards and passageways. During the
technical project, archaeological protection measures – root limiters – must be selected.
The selection of tree and shrub species was based on the following aspects: plants must be
adapted to urbanised territories, such as street afforestation, pollution-resistant, drought-free soil,
and must form aesthetic street expression during various seasons: spring – blossoming, autumn- a
variety of tall colour ranges, in winter- a variety of crown branches tracery.
The existing predominant tree species – Small leaved lime – is supplemented by Silver lime,
the majority of which is planted in the part of the new street.
Existing valuable shrubs of lilacs and spiraeas are offered to replant by adapting them to newly
planned green areas and arrays.
The project plans the vertical afforestation by lianas of the inner wall of the sculpture
“Vokiečių 14” and the walls of café pavilions.

SPECIES COMPOSITION OF THE TREES PROJECTED

Row
No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

NAME OF SPECIES IN
ENGLISH

NAME OF SPECIES IN LATIN

TREE
HEIGHT

QUANTITY
Pcs.

Silver Lime
Silver Maple
Horse Chestnut
Siberian crab apple
Toringo crabapple
Bitter-berry

Tilia tomentosa “Brabant”
Acer saccharinum “Laciniatum Wieri”
Aesculus hippocastanum “Pyramidalis”
Malus baccata “Street parade”
Malus toringo “Scarlett”
Prunus virginiana “Shubert”

20-25 m
15-20 m
10-15 m
5-6 m
5-6 m
8-10 m

15
8
2
6
2
5

SPECIES COMPOSITION OF THE SHRUBS PROJECTED

Row
No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

NAME OF SPECIES IN
ENGLISH

NAME OF SPECIES IN LATIN

Alpine Current
Rugosa rose
Rugosa rose
Hungarian lilac
Lilac
Sweet Mock Orange

Ribes alpinum L./
Rosa rugosa “Rubra”
Rosa rugosa “Alba”
Syringa josikaea J. Jacq ex Rchb./
Syringa vulgaris “Primrosa”
Philadelphus coronarius L. /

SPECIES COMPOSITION OF THE LIANAS PROJECTED (VERTICAL WALLS)
Row NAME OF SPECIES IN
ENGLISH
No.
Virginia creeper
1.
Common ivy
2.
Brown‘s honeysuckle
3.

NAME OF SPECIES IN LATIN

Phartenocissus quinquefolia (L.)
Hedera helix
Lonicera x brownii

SOLUTIONS OF THE SMALL ARCHITECTURE
According to the design of small architecture elements approved by Vilnius city municipality
typical signposts, billboards, bicycle stands and advertising devices are being installed.
Floor-type lamps and partition poles are chosen similar to the ones that are already available
in the vicinity of Rotušės Square.
Cast iron trashcans. They may
contain Vilnius city arms.

Fig.11. Recycle bin

Separate benches have not been
provided for. Wooden seats designed on
the supporting walls, marking the
previous development, shall perform
the function of benches.
Fig.10. Analogs of luminaires and partition
columns

Café pavilions are provided from the lined wooden
frame with partly glassed walls and solar cells integrated on
the roof. In cafes located in the central part of the city, light
openwork moveable furniture with round tables is provided
for. Similar furniture is planned to be placed on Vokiečių
Street with rectangular and square tables.
A contemporary exchangeable sculpture exposition
with
decorative
illumination
is
provided for closer Fig.13 Café pavilion
to Rotušės Square closeFig.12
to the
Contemporary Art Centre.
Analog of heavy mobile chairs

Fig.12 Analog of heavy mobile chairs
Fig.12 Analog of heavy mobile chairs

In the central part close to crossroads of VokiečiųSinagogos - Šv. Mikalojaus Streets – towards Rotušės Square

from the sculpture Vokiečių 14 the area for various events with a stage and hard moveable chairs is
planned.
Closer to Salomėjos Neries Gymnasium a playground with modern sculptured monkey bars
for children is planned.

Fig.14. An analogue of outdoor cafe furniture

Fig.15. An analogue of a children's playground

At the crossroad of Vokiečių and Mėsinių
Streets a new fountain is planned. The sprinklers
will be installed at the level of the pavement. A
separate reservoir will not be formed. Water flow
of the fountain will be vertical. It will be operating
by dynamic sprinkling and reaching a different
level. In winter the sprinklers will be dismantled.

CONSTRUCTIONS
Load bearing walls will be built without the
foundations, so they do not damage the remains
Fig. 16. Analog of a newly installed fountain
of the former buildings underground and the
available utility facilities. Places where utility communications are laid underneath the new
elements will be protected by laying pipes or by covering them with protective plates.
A sculpture Vokiečių 14 will be installed on a metal truss framework, which will be fastened in
a console way, ignoring the archeology, on the drilled monolith pole foundation.

